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having treated kindly Silenus, the attendant j
of Bacchus, was granted by the god power
to turn everything that he touched into
gold; but finding that even his food became
gold, be begged the god to revoke his favor.
Middle Ages, The, a term applied to the
period from 476, when the Roman emperor,
Romulus Augustulus, was deposed, to the
year 1494, when Charles vm. of France in-
vaded Italy. The beginning of the period
thus coincides with the arrival in Western
Europe of the barbarian hordes. With the
coronation of the Emperor Charles the
Great (800) the theory of the Holy Roman
empire sprang into being, and became the
pivot round which all the ideas of the mid-
dle ages were grouped. Feudalism was de-
veloped. The crusades illustrated the influence
of the Hildebrandine movement. After a long
and intermittent struggle between the em-
pire and the papacy, the latter conquered.
But the popes, unable to defend themselves
against the Italian barons, fled to Avignon.
The feeling of nationality grew all over Eu-
rope; and England, France, and Spain de-
veloped national monarchies. The growth of
commerce strengthened the middle classes,
and, together with the use of gunpowder,
dealt an overwhelming blow at the tottering
fabric of feudalism.

Middlebury, village, Vermont. It is the
seat of Middlebury College and the Sheldon
Art Museum; p. 3.175-

Middlebury College, a non-sectarian
collegiate institution at Middlebury, Vt.,
chartered in 1800.

Middlesbrough, town and seaport, Eng-
land, in the Cleveland iron district. Has large
iron and steel works, blast furnaces, foun-
dries, rolling mills, tube works, and wire
mills; p. 138,489.

Middlesex, metropolitan co. of England,
with the exception of Rutland the smallest
in the country; area 283 sq.m. Market gar-
dening is carried on, and there is a large
acreage under small fruit; p. 1,638,521.

Middleton, town, England. The church
of St. Leonards was erected in the isth
century, on the site of an earlier building,
of which the tower arch (c. noo) remains;
p. 28,309.

Middleton, Arthur (1742-87), American
political leader, a signer of the Declaration
of Independence, was born at the family
estate on the Ashley River, S. C. He was a
member of the Continental Congress in
1776-7 and again in 1781-3* voting for and
signing the Declaration' of Independence.

Middleton, Thomas (?i570-r627), Eng-
ish dramatist. Of the plays the best known
are A Fair Quarrel (1617) and The Change-
ling (1623).

Midges, a popular name for flies belong-
ing to the family Chironomidae, and shar-
ing with the Culicidse, or mosquitoes, the
title of gnat. After pupation the imagoes
emerge, and form the swarms so commonly
seen in damp localities in summer.

Midianites, a Semitic race, the descend-
ants of Midian, one of Abraham's sons by Ke-
turah, occupied a part of the country between
the Red Sea and the Plains of Moab.

Midland, city, Midland co., Texas. It is a
popular summer resort; p. 9,352.

Midlothian.    See   Edinburghshire.

Midnapur, town, capital of Midnapur dis-
trict, Bengal, India. Its industries include cop-
per, brass, silk, and indigo; p. 32,740.

Midnight Appointments, the name de-
cisively given by President John Adams' op-
ponents to certain appointments made by
him immediately before he was succeeded
by President Jefferson. President Adams
was said to have been busy until after mid-
night on his last day of office signing judicial
commissions.

Midnight Sun, the phenomenon of the sun
shining at midnight in the Arctic Circle at and
near mid-summer, when the sun is observed
to skirt the horizon without dipping below it.

The Midnight Sun at the North Cape.

Midi-ash, the name given to the oldest ex-
pository material of Jewish scholars, gradu-
ally accumulated from the explanation or
amplification of Scripture passages.
Midshipman, the lowest grade of officers
of the line or executive branch in the navy,
the name being derived, according to tradi-
tion, from the fact that the midshipmen's